Name_____________________NEWLY DISCOVERED FISH SPECIES CREATION

Period____Date_____________

The following are a few scientific names of common fishes and their meanings. 
Let’s review together to see how the scientific names relate to the fish they describe.
For example, in Latin melano means black and curvi means curved and taenia means banded. This might be describing a fish that has a black curved band on it.

Glowlight Tetra - Hemigrammus erythrozonus – [image: http://acuarioadictos.com/wp-content/upps/2012/03/Hemigrammus-Erythrozonus-01.jpg]

Hemi = half, grammus = mark, erythro = red, zonus = banded


Silver Shark - Balantiocheilus melanopterus 
Balantio = bag, cheilus= lip, [image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/91/Balantiocheilos_melanopterus.JPG]

melano = black, pterus = fin)







Look at the table of Latin and Greek names to complete the Matching Exercise.
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LATIN AND GREEK WORDS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS
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Name_____________________
Period____Date_____________

· You are an ichthyologist, a fish scientist.  You are doing research deep in the Brazilian jungle in the Amazon River.  You discover, what you think, is a new species of fish.  
· Create a scientific name, Genus and species, for this newly discovered fish that matches the English definitions.  (See table of Latin and Greek words.)
· Then illustrate (draw) the newly discovered species of fish below.

SCIENTIFIC NAME:
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Southern Flounder — Paralichthys squamilentus (par = beside, ichtys
= eyes, squami= scale, lentus = bean shape)

Oceanic Whitetip shark — Carcharhinus longimanus (carchar =
idged, hinus = rear body, longi =long, manu = hand)

Silver Shark - Balantiocheilus melanopterus (Balantio = bag, cheilus
= lip, melano = black, pterus = fin)

Blue Mariin — Makaira nigricans (mak = large, long, nigri = black or
dark, can = long rod)

Oscar - Astronotus ocellatus (Astro=
star, notus = back, ocellatus =
spotted as with litie eyes)

Queen Triggerfish —- Balistes vetula (bali

= spotted; nimble, vetula = an old »©
person) 7
Matching Exercise: match the Latin word with its English meaning. Oo
. . o
Latin English [e)
odon half ©
curvi back
hemi small
multi tooth
(%) [ minut curved

Oo spini many
o
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Latin or English Latin or Greek | English
Greek word | Definition word Definition
Oculi Eye Rostr Beak
Ventr Belly Dorsi. Back
Caud Tail Dent Tooth
Aequi Equal Thoracatum | Breast-plate
Splendida | Glittering Fluviatilis Belonging to a
river
Curvi Curved Para Near
Ceps Head Cheir Hand
Astro Star Odon Tooth
Notus Back Chromis Color
Ocellatus Spotted, as with | Pulcher Beautiful
little eyes

Balantio | Bag Poecilia Many-colored
Chelius Lip Cara Head
Melano Black Xipho Sword
Pterus Fin Phorus Bearer
Cory Helmet Psaro Speckled
Doras Skin Vittat Striped
Paleatus Mixed with chaff | Lucid Shiny

©| Gastero Stomach Gravi Heavy
Pelecus Hatchet Grandi. Large
Geo Earth Minut Small
Phagus To eat “Angusti Narrow

© [Braziliensis | From brazil Spini Spiny =
Hemi. Half Glabr Smooth
Gramus | Mark Rough “Asper
Cerule Blue Coccin Scarlet
Violace Viglet Alb 'White
) | Galb B \élow Piscis Fish

o Multi ‘many Medi middle
erythro Red Gracil Siender
Zonus Banded Acuminat Painted
Sternum Chest Posterio Back——

o Vih
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