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iPad Exploratorium Observing the Characteristics of Life LAB

1.  Go to Plankenhorn Weebly Web site, Links, Exploratorium Microscope Imaging Station.

2.  Write down these characteristics of living things on your paper:  #1-#6 

3.  Answer the next two questions on your paper:  “What characterisitc did this site not mention that 
     we are learning as one of the charateristics of living things (from our text book) AND what one 
     characteristic does this web site list that our textbook does NOT list.

4.  Click on this link.

5.  Now scroll down to page two—“Characteristics of Life Data Table”

6.  Click on the blue words C. elegans  and this will take you to a video. 
     Read the information about that organism.
     Now click and play the video.
     Record on your paper the Characteristics of Life that you observe and write a Description of 
     the Observed Characteristics.

7.  Repeat Step #6 for each video.

8.  IF YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE WORKSHEET, YOU MAY go back to the Microscope Imaging Station and click and explore any of these pages:  Features, Gallery, Activities
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Classroom Explorations: Characteristics of Living Things

Objective

recognize and describe the characteristics of
ing organisms.

Getting Started

Review with students these six easily observable
characteristics of living things:

1. movement (which may occur internally, or even
at the cellular level)

2. growth and development

3. response to stimuli

4. reproduction

5. use of energy

6. cellular structure

Procedure

The student data table includes links to all the
information and videos necessary to complete this
activity.

Entire class—projecting the videos

k on each link in the "Category" column on the
data table. Students can take turns reading the
introductions aloud.

« Show the videos and have the students complete
the data table for each organism.

Individual work
Provide students with the URL for the student pages

(www.exploratorium.edu/imaging_station/students/CharacteristicszStudent:doc):
They can use the links on the data table to access the text and videos, and complete

the activity independently.

Going Further

Activi

»Link to Student Pages
Materials & Equipment

« a computer and projector
* a tech center (if available)
« student pages with sample
answers.
Group size
* whole class or individuals
Preparation
+ Download the student pages
and preview the Web pages
by dlicking on the links on the
data table.
« 1f you will be doing the
activity with the entire class,

print and duplicate the
student pages.

Alternative Approaches

* Do the activity with the whole
class by projecting the Web
pages and playing the videos.

 Introduce the activity to the
entire class, then have
students view the Web pages,
play the videos, and complete
the student pages
independently in a tech center
or as homework.
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Classroom Explorations: Characteristics of Living Things

Objective

recognize and describe the characteristics of
ing organisms.

Getting Started

Review with students these six easily observable
characteristics of living things:

1. movement (which may occur internally, or even
at the cellular level)

2. growth and development

3. response to stimuli

4. reproduction

5. use of energy

6. cellular structure

Procedure

The student data table includes links to all the
information and videos necessary to complete this
activity.

Entire class—projecting the videos

k on each link in the "Category" column on the
data table. Students can take turns reading the
introductions aloud.

« Show the videos and have the students complete
the data table for each organism.

Individual work
Provide students with the URL for the student pages

(www.exploratorium.edu/imaging_station/students/CharacteristicszStudent:doc):
They can use the links on the data table to access the text and videos, and complete

the activity independently.

Going Further
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« a computer and projector
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and preview the Web pages
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