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“DIRT! The Movie”

“Floods, drought, climate, change, even war are all directly related

to the way we are treating dirt.”

1.
Why is dirt considered living? ___________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

2.
What happened in the back of Clyde’s pickup truck while he was in the hospital?


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

3.
How are animals, like cows, essential to the formation of dirt? ___________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

*Monoculture is the agriculture practice of producing or growing one single crop over a wide area.
4.
How do monocultures relate to the Dust Bowl of the 1930s?_____________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________
5.
What eventually happens to forest that is cut and burned?______________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

6.
What did the Haitians in the slum use as a remedy for hunger?____________________


__________________________________________________________________


*Agroecology is the science of applying ecological concepts and principles to the design, 
development, and management of sustainable agricultural systems.

7.
If the agroecology methods used successfully in Burkina Faso were duplicated in Ethiopia, 
how productive could the country be? ______________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


*Compost is a mixture of decayed or decaying organic matter used to fertilize soil. 
Compost is 
usually made by gathering plant material, such as leaves, grass clippings, and 
vegetable peels, into a pile or bin and letting it decompose as a result of the action of 
aerobic bacteria, fungi, and other organisms.

8.
How long did it take to compost the liquid fish waste into usable soil?_______________


__________________________________________________________________

ANSWER THE NEXT TWO QUESTIONS AFTER THE MOVIE IS OVER.

9.
Read the “hummingbird” story—the same story that was told in the movie.


Do you think doing the best you can is enough to preserve (to save) the health of the 


planet, even if millions of people do their best?  Explain._________________________

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

10.  
After seeing this movie, do you feel motivated or empowered to make changes—either 
personally or as a part of a group effort—to keep Earth’s soil healthy?  What changes or 
ideas could you or a group make?_________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________
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