


Organization in the Environment At first glance, the envi­
ronment may seem disorganized. To ecologists, however, the 
environment can be arranged into different levels, as shown 
in Figure l. The first level contains the individual organism. 
The second level contains similar organisms, forming a 
population. The third contains different populations, forming 

a community. The fourth contains a community and its abi­
otic environment, forming an ecosystem. Finally, the fifth level 
contains all ecosystems, forming the biosphere. Turn the page 
and examine Figure l to see these levels in a salt marsh. 

Figure l The Five Levels of Environmental Organization 
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I The Human Population 

1. Using a sheet of graph 
paper, a pencil, and a 
ruler, draw and label a
graph as shown below. 
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2. Plot the following points
on your graph:

(1800, 1 billion people)

(1930, 2 billion people)

( 1960, 3 billion people)

(1975, 4 billion people)

( 1987, 5 billion people)

(1999, 6 billion people)

J. Draw a line connecting the
points.

4. Answer the following ques­
tions in your Sciencelog.

a. What does the curve
that you have drawn
indicate about human
population growth?

b. Do you think the human
population can continue
to grow indefinitely?
Why or why not? Ti 
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