Name _____________________I CAN distinguish between living and nonliving things based on characteristics.
	List the 6 characteristics of living things.
Explain how living things obtain what they 
need to live.

Period _____Date____________
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Imagine that you are a biologist on a mission to Mars.  You have just discovered what you think is a simple single-celled Martian organism.  For now, you are calling it _________.  Before you can claim that you have discovered life on Mars, however, you need to show that ___________ is alive.

1.	What are the six characteristics you will look for to see if your discovery is alive?

	A.	_____________________________________________________________
	B.	_____________________________________________________________
	C. 	_____________________________________________________________
	D.	____________________________________________._________________
	E.	_____________________________________________________________
	F.	_____________________________________________________________ 

2.	Outline a test or experiment to verify one of the characteristics you listed above.
	__________________________________________________________________________
	__________________________________________________________________________
	__________________________________________________________________________
	__________________________________________________________________________
	__________________________________________________________________________
	__________________________________________________________________________
	
3.	If you can show that discovery is alive, you will take it back to Earth for further study and it will need food to survive.  How could  you tell if it is a producer, consumer, or decomposer?	___________________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________

4.  What else will you need to provide your organism for it to survive?

	___________________________________________________________________________	___________________________________________________________________________

