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Welcome back!  I hope everyone accomplished something they wanted to do and also had time to relax.  As the 1st quarter begins, I would like to share some information about Hedrick’s 7th grade science.

This is “Life Science” and the topics, known as the Reporting Standards, that we study revolve around living things:  Structure and Function of Living Things, Heredity and Genetics, Classification, Natural Selection, Ecology, and Scientific Inquiry, (not necessarily in that order.)

Each day students will be expected to record in their planners the classwork, practice or indicate upcoming tests to study for.  
My school website also contains this information:
http://plankenhornscience.weebly.com

Grading:
I use a proficiency-based approach in communicating how a student is doing in class.  Students’ academic skills and knowledge in life science are based on the Reporting Standards listed above which are integrated with the Oregon State Life Science Standards for Middle School. 

Students are given a specific Learning Target(s) and Rubric(s) at the beginning of each unit which clearly states goals for achieving Proficiency and Mastery.  Students will complete classwork and practice.  At the end of the unit, students will be given a summative assessment on the Learning Target(s).  

I do my best to help your child understand what they know and what they still need to know, and then to help them become Proficient with, or even a Master of these Learning Targets.


Students who do not show proficiency the first time they take the summative assessment (test), are expected to keep trying!  This means the student takes responsibility to review or complete the previously assigned classwork/practice material, re-read, study, ask questions, and strengthen their understanding of the material – then retake the summative assessment (test).  It is the students’ responsibility to prepare for the retake and once prepared, sign up for the retake.
Retakes are expected in my class until the student demonstrates Proficiency! 

If your child misses a day of class or needs help with an assignment, it is his/her responsibility to find out what classwork/practice or assessment was missed and/or set up a time with me to offer help as needed.

My grades for assessments are as follows:  

Mastery:  the traditional A.  Through extensive evidence, the student consistently surpasses the proficient level and demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the standard.

Proficient:  the traditional B.  The student regularly meets the standard and demonstrates a working knowledge of essential skills; while there are still some weaknesses, the strengths are dominant.

Approaching:  the traditional C.  Although the student occasionally demonstrates a working knowledge of the essential skills that encompass the standard; there are still more weaknesses than strengths.

Developing:  the traditional D.  There is very little understanding and skill demonstrated with greater omissions or errors evident.

Beginning:  the traditional F.  No understanding or skill is demonstrated yet.

The four easy steps on How to Pass 7th Grade Science:
SHOW UP.
PAY ATTENTION.
DO YOUR BEST WORK AT ALL TIMES.
BEHAVE.
As the year progresses, it will be very important to communicate with me when you have questions or concerns.  Please contact me: 
becky.plankenhorn@medford.k12.or.us or 541-842-1580.
Plankenhorn
Life Science
Team 7.3


Working together, we can ensure that your child will have a successful year at school.  I look forward to a great school year for everyone.

Please sign and return this attached paper.

Thank you,


Mrs. Becky Plankenhorn






Please print your child’s name in the blank below.  Print and sign your name at the bottom.  Have your child return this portion to class.

My child ________________________and I have read this letter, and I will do my best to help my child fulfill the expectations of the class.

____________________  ________________________	   ________
print parent/guardian		  signature parent/guardian	           date







